
Unity and Diversity 

1 Corinthians 12:1-31 

I. Unity in Community (vs. 1-11)    
 A. We confess the same Lord (vs. 1-3)   
  1 Thessalonians 4:13    
  Romans 10:9       

B. We depend on the same God (vs. 4-6)   

C. We minister to the same body (vs. 7-11)   
  definition (vs. 7)      
  diversity (vs. 8-10)     
   1 Corinthians 14:2     
   distribution (vs. 11)     
  I can’t control the gift God gives to me, but I can 
  discover it and use it.    

How do I discover my spiritual gift?    
  Pray       
  Study       
   Ask       
  Serve   

II. Unity in Diversity (vs. 12-20)    
 Although the body is one, it needs different functions if
  it is to live, grow, and serve.   
 A. Each member of the body is equally a part of the body.
  (vs. 15-16)      
  There is no insignificant, unimportant, or 
   inconsequential member of the body  

 B. Each part of the body has its own unique function.  
  (vs. 17)      
  If we were all the same, there would be no body  

 C. The body of many parts is by God’s sovereign design  
  (vs. 18)      
  Each member of the body has its own function 
   according to God’s design   
  

III. Interdependence, not Independence (vs. 21-31) 
 The members promote unity as they discover their 
  dependence on each other   
 A. The members of the body need one another (vs. 21) 
    

B. The weaker members are indispensable (vs. 22-24a) 
  1 Corinthians 1:27-29 

C. God gives greater honor to the members that lack it 
  according to His design (vs. 24b -25)  
  To receive God’s gift of salvation is to receive 
   God’s gift for service   
         
 D. What affects one member of the body affects all 
  members of the body (vs. 26-27)   
  Suffering that is shared is halved, joy that is  
   shared is multiplied 

E. God has given both gifted people and gifts to people  
  (vs. 28-31)      
  Ephesians 4:11     
  

 

     
 

 


